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710 COLUMBIA LAW REVIEW 

out that 'when the plaintiff was injured he was working, according to 
the agreement between the defendant and the W. M.. B. Co, subject to 
the "rules, regulation, discipline and orders" of the defendant and at the 
moment was acting under the specific direction of the defendant's 
yardmaster. The defendant was paying for the services rendered by the 
plaintiff and had authority to cause the tatter's discharge if his service 
was unsatisfactory. All these facts would seem to indicate that the 
plaintiff at the time of the accident was under the defendant's control 
and engaged in its affairs. For a fuller discussion of the principles 
involved in this case, see 20 Columbia Law Review 333. 

Negligence — Violation of Statute or Ordinance as Negligence Per 
Se. — The defendant, negligently driving on the wrong side of the road, 
collided with plaintiff's intestate, who was driving without the lights 
required by the Highway Law. The plaintiff's intestate was thrown 
to the ground and killed. In a tort action, held, one judge dissenting, 
the failure of the plaintiff's intestate to comply with the requirements 
of the Highway Law was negligence per se. Martin v. Herzog (1920) 
228 N. Y. 164, 126 N. E. 814. 

One who fails to conduct himself according to the standard exacted 
by the law is said to be negligent. Whether or not a litigant has 
measured up to the common law standard, i. e., exercised the care that 
a reasonable man would ordinarily use under the circumstances, is 
usually a question of fact for the jury. See Henderson v. NortJiam 
(1917) 176 Cal. 493, 499, 168 Pac. 1044. But when a standard has 
been fixed by a statute, it is clearly not within the province of a jury 
to determine that one who has violated the statute has not been 
negligent. And so the weight of authority holds that the breach of a 
statutory duty is not merely evidence of negligence, but negligence 
as a matter of law. Schell v. DuBois (1916) 94 Oh. St. 93, 113 N. E. 
664; Whitehead Goal Mining Qo. v. Pinkston (Okla. 1918) 175 Pac. 
364; contra, Kimball v. Davis (1918) 117 Me. 187, 103 Atl. 154. On 
the ground that a municipal ordinance is not usually designed to 
benefit the members of the community as individuals, some courts 
have refused to hold that the violation of an ordinance is any more 
than evidence of negligence. Batter v. Detroit United By. (Mich. 
1919) 171 N. W. 514. Other courts, recognizing that there is no sub- 
stantial difference between a statute and an ordinance, take the more 
logical view that failure to conform to the standard required by 
either is negligence per se. Schell v. DuBois, supra. By way of 
dictum, the court in the instant case recognized the latter to be the 
sound view, but the New York law is still in accord with the former. 
Supp. 920. It should be noted, however, that although a litigant is 
Orr v. Baltimore & Ohio B. B. (1915) 168 App. Div. 548, 153 N. Y. 
chargeable with negligence as a matter of law, it does not necessarily 
follow that judgment will be entered against him. In order to take 
advantage of his opponent's breach of duty, a plaintiff or defendant, as 
the case may be, must show that he comes within the class intended to 
be benefited by the statute or ordinance. Corbett v. Spanos (1918) 37 
Cal. App. 200, 173 Pac. 769. And there must always be a causal con- 
nection between the negligence and the injury. Henderson v. Northam, 
supra. It is believed that the dissenting opinion in the instant ease is 
based upon a failure to appreciate the distinction between negligence 
per se and negligence which is the natural and proximate cause of the 
injury. 



